




important as there was acknowledgement that the Bradford Island Superfund Site poses an emergency threat to tribal 

health and the environment. Due to this threat, the United States committed to include the Yakama Nation in all phases 

of the Bradford Island cleanup process, which would include advance notice and plans to inform and engage tribal 

member participation in the first public kickoff meeting for the Bradford Island Superfund Site.

 

Postponing this event to allow for proper planning, notice and engagement of the general public and tribal members is 

necessary and strongly recommended.

 

Sincerely,

rose

--
Rose Longoria 

Regional Superfund Projects Manager

COLUMBIA RIVER | Honor. Protect. Restore.  

Yakama Nation Fisheries

PO Box 151

Toppenish, WA 98948 

509-865-5121 x6365 

rose@yakamafish-nsn.gov

 

 

 

On May 10, 2022, at 3:44 PM, Lauren Goldberg <lauren@columbiariverkeeper.org> wrote:

 

Laura and John:

 

Nice to meet you. I spoke at length with Helen Bottcher (cc'd) yesterday morning. Columbia Riverkeeper has 

expressed our frustration and disappointment in the Corps' approach to kicking off public engagement and 

outreach on the new Bradford Island Superfund Site, which includes surrounding waters of the Columbia 

River. Simply put, it is unacceptable. One-week notice via a press release (shared today with an interested 

party list), with no prior outreach to public interest nonprofits, to engage any community, let alone 

multiple diverse, geographically broad communities impacted by the Corps' actions and management of 

the cleanup site, is untenable. Our organization requested that the kickoff meeting be rescheduled to allow 

for the necessary public outreach to engage impacted anglers and community members.

 

We understand that the Corps will proceed with the meeting.

 

In so doing, the Corps provides an apt case study for styming public engagement and ignoring the principles 

of environmental justice in federal decisionmaking. We will leave our remarks at that for now and look 

forward to many years of working with EPA, Tribal Nations, the states of Washington and Oregon, and the 

public in holding the Corps accountable for cleaning up Bradford Island and a river treasured by many.

 

Respectfully,

 

Lauren

 

cc: Yakama Nation Fisheries

  Senator Merkley's Office

  Congressman Blumenauer's Office

  Governor Brown's Office

  Governor Inslee's Office

  Wash. Dept. of Ecology

  Oregon Dept. of Environmental Quality







 




